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Dear all, 
 
Upon the 55th anniversary of the Tular Cave Laboratory, and within the project frame "With Proteus 
we share dependence on groundwater", together with the host, the Municipality of Dobrepolje, we 
are cordially inviting you to attend the workshop 
 

SOS PROTEUS: IMPLEMENTATION OF MONITORING AND PRACTICAL ACTIONS 
FOR CONSERVATION OF PROTEUS IN SLOVENIA 

 
on December 12, 2015 in Cultural Centre “Jakličev Dom”, Videm 35, Videm, Dobrepolje, in memory 
of Slovenia’s first cave laboratory at Podpeška jama (1928–1931). 
 
Participants are invited to give a short lecture (15+5 min) to present their experiences, methods and 
solutions, and/or to participate in the discussion on how to start monitoring of Proteus, within topics: 
• Distribution of Proteus 
• Conservation status of Proteus and its habitat 
• New methods of monitoring 
• Veterinary challenges in conservation of Proteus 
• Negative anthropogenic pressures on groundwater, emergency response to environmental hazards 
• Concrete conservation actions and best practice, public outreach 
• Obligations of the national and EU conservation legislation, and international conventions 
• Funding for research and conservation of Proteus and Karst 
 
 
We kindly ask you to confirm your participation until December 9, 2015 using the online form 
http://goo.gl/forms/dWqXuCtb2N. The workshop has no registration fee. Languages of presentations 
are Slovene or English. In case of larger number of presentations, the final selection will be made by 
the programme committee (Prof. Dr. Peter Trontelj, Andrej Hudoklin and Gregor Aljančič). 
Presentations will be published in form of short papers in the Natura Sloveniae (details available at 
online registration page), authors are asked to submit their manuscripts at the workshop. 
 
Thank you in advance for your participation and valuable contribution at the workshop. 
 

Gregor Aljančič,      Janez Pavlin, 
Head of Tular Cave Laboratory    Mayor of Dobrepolje 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

    Občina Črnomelj      Občina Dobrepolje                

http://www.tular.si/
mailto:info@tular.si
http://goo.gl/forms/dWqXuCtb2N
http://web.bf.uni-lj.si/bi/NATURA-SLOVENIAE/index.php
http://norwaygrants.si/wp-content/uploads/2013/logotipi/EGP-in-NOR.jpg


              

         
 
 

SOS Proteus - workshop 
organized within the project 

 

With Proteus we share dependence on groundwater 
in partnership with ZRC SAZU, municipalities of Dobrepolje and Črnomelj,  

supported by the EEA Financial Mechanism and the Norwegian Financial Mechanism 2009-2014 
 

Cultural Centre “Jakličev Dom”, 2nd floor (Videm 35, Videm, Dobrepolje, Slovenia)  
December 12, 2015 

 
 

DETAILED PROGRAM 
 

Morning session 
8.00 – 8.45 Registration of participants 

8.45 – 9.00 Opening of meeting and welcome speeches Janez Pavlin,  
Mayor of Dobrepolje Municipality; 
Gregor Aljančič, 
head of Tular Cave Laboratory 

 

PRESENT STATUS AND THREATS 
Chair: Prof. Peter Trontelj 

9.00 – 9.30 Keynote lecture:  
Ali v Sloveniji zagotavljamo ugodno stanje 
človeške ribice v omrežju Natura 2000? 
[Are we guaranteeing the favourable status of 
the Proteus anguinus in the Natura 2000 
network in Slovenia?] 

Andrej Hudoklin, 
Institute of the Republic of Slovenia for 
Nature Conservation, Regional Unit 
Novo Mesto 

9.30 – 9.45 Status of Proteus anguinus in Italy Nicola Bressi, 
Trieste Natural History Museum 

9.45 – 10.00 Funkcionalno-morfološke in okoljske raziskave 
na proteju 
[Functional morphology and environmental 
studies on Proteus] 

Lilijana Bizjak Mali & Boris Bulog, 
Biotechnical Faculty,  
Department of Biology, UL 

10.00 – 10.15 Ekosistemi – indikatorji stanja podzemne vode 
[Ecosystems – groundwater status indicators] 

Kim Mezga, Mitja Janža, Joerg Prestor, 
Katja Koren & Dejan Šram, 
Geological Survey of Slovenia 



              

10.15 – 10.30 Limits of Proteus survival close to industrial, 
agricultural and urbanized basin - case of 
Kočevje polje (project LIFE Kočevsko) 

Mitja Prelovšek, 
Karst Research Institute ZRC SAZU 

10.30 – 10.45 Problematike klasičnega najdišča človeške 
ribice na Viru pri Stični 
[Problematics at the classical locality of 
Proteus at Vir pri Stični] 

Tatjana Kordiš, 
Tular Cave Laboratory 

10.45 – 11.15 Coffee break 

 

NEW METHODS AND APPROACHES 
Chair: Dr. Nicola Bressi 

11.15 – 11.30 Genetic monitoring of Proteus populations Peter Trontelj, 
Biotechnical Faculty,  
Department of Biology, UL 
 

11.30 – 11.45 Detection of olm (Proteus anguinus) 
environmental DNA in karst groundwater 

David Stanković1, Špela Gorički1, Magda 
Aljančič1, Aleš Snoj2, Matjaž Kuntner3 & 
Gregor Aljančič1, 
1Tular Cave Laboratory; 2 Biotechnical 
Faculty, Department of Animal Science, 
UL, UL; 3Biološki inštitut ZRC SAZU 
 

11.45 – 12.00 Searching for black Proteus with the help of 
eDNA 

Špela Gorički1, David Stanković1, Magda 
Aljančič1, Aleš Snoj2, Matjaž Kuntner3, 
Tajda Gredar1, Luka Vodnik1 & Gregor 
Aljančič1, 
1Tular Cave Laboratory; 2 Biotechnical 
Faculty, Department of Animal Science, 
UL; 3Institute of Biology ZRC SAZU 
 

12.00 – 12.15 Field survey of caves in the hydrogeological 
catchment of the Krka River spring 

Petra Gostinčar1 & Miha Čekada2, 
1Karst Research Institute ZRC SAZU; 
2Speleological Association of Slovenia 
 

12.15 – 12.30 Cave biology and education Federica Papi & Edgard Mauri, 
Speleovivarium "Erwin Pichl" Trieste 
 

12.30 - 12.45 Salvaging washed-out Proteus Gregor Aljančič1, Magda Aljančič1 & 
Zlatko Golob2  
1Tular Cave Laboratory; 2Asylum for 
free-living protected animal species 
 

12.45 – 13.00 Water cycle Ciril Mlinar – Cic, 
CICFILM PRODUCTION 
 



              

13.00 – 14.30 Lunch break 

Afternoon session 
Chair: Gregor Aljančič 

 
14.30 – 17.00 

 
Discussions, conclusions and next steps towards implementation of conservation 

legislation and practice for Proteus in Slovenia 
 

 
17.00 – 18.00 

 
Celebration of 55 years of Tular Cave Laboratory 

 
18.00 Closing of workshop 

18.00 – 19.00 Optional short visit: the old cave laboratory in Podpeška jama 

 
 

FURTHER INFORMATION 
Contact persons: 
Gregor Aljančič, Tular Cave Laboratory 
M: +386 (0)31 804 163 
E: gregor.aljancic@guest.arnes.si 
Magda Aljančič, Tular Cave Laboratory 
M: +386 (0) 51 264 866 
E: magda.naparus@gmail.com 
 
Organizing committee: Gregor Aljančič, Magda Aljančič, Luka Vodnik & Tajda Turk 
Program committee: Peter Trontelj, Andrej Hudoklin & Gregor Aljančič 
 
LANGUAGE of presentations: English (preferable), Slovene 
 
LOCATION OF THE WORKSHOP 
Cultural Centre “Jakličev Dom”, 2nd floor; Videm 34, Videm, Dobrepolje, Slovenia 
 

          
Detailed map here (GoogleMaps) 
 
LUNCH: Gostilna Brdavs, Videm 37, Videm, Dobrepolje 

mailto:gregor.aljancic@guest.arnes.si
https://www.google.si/maps/dir/46.0155784,14.5310008/Videm+34,+1312+Videm+-+Dobrepolje/@45.9324008,14.4808621,11z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m9!4m8!1m0!1m5!1m1!1s0x4764df3a2350a6f9:0x690e23c1f67cb4e7!2m2!1d14.6952829!2d45.8487858!3e0



